
Inspection of Abacus @ Baileys Court 
Activity Centre
Baileys Court Activity Centre, Baileys Court Road, BRISTOL BS32 8BH

Inspection date: 5 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff build positive relationships with children and their families before they start at 
the setting. Staff get to know what children can already do so they plan 
successfully to meet their care and development needs from the beginning. This 
enables children to arrive happy, and those new to the setting soon settle and have 
fun learning. 

Leaders plan a good curriculum to prepare children well for school, focusing on 
their prime areas of development. Staff encourage children's independence, 
language skills, relationships and active learning. Children relish being outdoors, 
where they practise their physical abilities, know how to dress for the weather and 
learn to make safe choices. Staff enable children to develop their resilience and 
critical thinking effectively. They encourage children to produce their own ideas and 
use trial and error to see if they work.
 
Leaders evaluate their practice effectively and implement new initiatives to benefit 
the children. For example, they have increased outdoor learning, which has had a 
positive impact on children's behaviour and well-being. Leaders have helped staff 
to take responsibility for a specific area of learning each term to ensure a balanced 
curriculum. They have introduced peer observations and leaders are strong role 
models to ensure children receive good-quality teaching overall. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders use funding well to ensure all children access good experiences. For 
example, they increase staff ratios for outings into the community and for higher 
risk activities, as well as purchasing resources that motivate children's specific 
interests. Leaders are proactive in getting children additional support, ensuring 
they receive the help they need to catch up with their peers before going to 
school. 

n Children engage well in the stimulating environment. They make independent 
choices and lead their learning. For example, they fill containers and pretend to 
make cakes with mud, counting their stick candles and using their imagination to 
decorate with flowers. Staff help them to learn the names and smells of herbs, 
and to notice sizes and weight and that some items sink in water and others 
float. However, occasionally, they do not notice children who are not benefitting 
as much from the good-quality teaching. 

n Leaders plan effectively for children's language and communications skills. 
Overall, staff implement this well. They use words with signs for younger 
children and those learning English as an additional language. They add 
vocabulary and use repetition, such as a welcome song, where children also 
learn each other's names. Staff use good questioning techniques to encourage 
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children's problem solving and give them enough time to think and respond. On 
occasion, however, not all staff give clear instructions, particularly in large-group 
activities, so not all children understand what they must do.

n Staff implement good care practices so children develop an important 
understanding of a safe and healthy lifestyle. For example, children help 
themselves to drinks of water and get tissues to wipe their nose and then place 
them in the bin. They wash their hands after using the toilet and being outside 
and before eating. They learn to manage age-appropriate risks, such as using 
tools, climbing low trees, building a balancing course and being aware of others 
when swinging on a rope tyre.

n Staff have had refresher training in behaviour management. They consistently 
support children in taking turns and thinking of others. Staff help children to 
consider their own and others' emotions and the consequences of their actions, 
reinforcing this using stories. Children develop a positive awareness of their own 
uniqueness and other people's differences. They learn to value each other, share 
and be kind. 

n Parents confirm the good partnerships, such as working with staff over potty 
training. They comment on the good exchange of information, which helps them 
to support their children at home and staff to meet their children's needs. They 
confirm how well their children are progressing, especially in their language skills 
and making friends. Leaders have formed strong links with the local school, 
which helps children to transition smoothly and feel emotionally secure.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staffs' awareness of monitoring all children's engagement, to know 
when to intervene and move their learning on

n ensure staff provide clear instructions in group activities, to support children's 
understanding more effectively. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY491837

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10372590

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Learning Through Play Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907777

Telephone number 07718974235

Date of previous inspection 26 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Abacus Pre School @ Baileys Court Activity Centre registered in 2015 and is one of 
several settings run by Learning Through Play LTD. It is situated in the Bradley 
Stoke area of Gloucestershire. The pre-school is open from 8.30am to 3.15pm, 
during term time only. The pre-school employs four members of staff, one of whom 
one holds a relevant early years qualification at level 5, one at level 3 and one at 
level 2. The pre-school offers government funded places and receives specific 
funding for disadvantaged children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine Douglas
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the early years curriculum. 

n The inspector talked to staff at convenient times and observed the quality of 
teaching, indoors and outdoors, assessing the impact this was having on 
children's learning. 

n The manager and inspector conducted a joint observation of the quality of 
teaching and learning during a group activity outdoors. 

n The inspector spoke with parents and children, taking account of all their views. 
n The manager and inspector discussed the leadership of the setting, and the 

inspector checked evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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